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CLASS OBSERVATION MONDAY NOVEMBER 15, 2008

The observation was of a 4th Grade class at Abby Kelley Foster Charter Public School; Sarah
Kaye is the teacher.

The teacher began with the question: What do you know about Thanksgiving?

Student responses: It is next Thursday. (Teacher: it is always the fourth Thursday in November
but it not the same date every year.) There is no school. You get to have a feast. There were
Pilgrims and Indians. They celebrated for 3 days and it was the first harvest. Thanksgiving was a
church day—not a day for eating ( Teacher: Yes, but this particular Thanksgiving included a 3
day feast). The Pilgrims celebrated coming to America.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY:

Teacher: Those are all very good observations but there is more.

The first thing I am going to do is show you some pictures. (SK shows six different pictures on
an overhead projector and on a corresponding hand out). These are six pictures that are supposed
to be about Thanksgiving—but all six of them are wrong….. The first Thanksgiving didn’t
happen that way.

SK: Does anyone know why the picture of the woman with the turkey isn’t correct?

Students: The first Thanksgiving was in October not November (the first picture was labeled
“November” from magazine cover).

SK: Why is the next picture incorrect? (waits for an answer, but students seem unsure) They are
serving turkey but that wasn’t part of the harvest; if they ate turkey it wasn’t like the turkey’s we
have today. They probably ate ducks and lots of other things especially seafood since they lived
by the ocean in Plymouth.

SK: What about the third picture?

Student: There are only a few Indians and lots more Pilgrims—but there were a lot of Native
Americans at the feast.

SK: How about the next picture (cartoon of a Pilgrim and Indian)?

Student: It shows that they were really friendly--but probably they weren’t that friendly (that first
year).

SK: There was a big feast that first year in Plymouth—and it did last 3 days—there were lots of
activities and Native Americans were there, but that doesn’t mean they were friends. They didn’t
really understand or trust one another yet.
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SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES:

Each group (3 groups) gets a packet of pictures:

SK: look at the pictures for five minutes and see what they are telling you. Try to figure out
which ones are the most accurate (correct). Share with your ‘shoulder partner’ (person next to
you). You may discuss your picture with your whole group, but come up with ideas with your
partner. What are these pictures trying to tell you about Thanksgiving?

Lots of discussion in groups—very engaged (4 images: “Uncle Sam’s Thanksgiving Dinner’
Thomas Nast, Nov. 1869; Thomas Nast December 1864; Norman Rockwell March 1943—
Freedom from Want; JLG Ferris 1932 Thanksgiving image—all attached)

SK: (after 5 minutes): What did you notice about the pictures?

Students: Picture #3 looks the most like Thanksgiving (Rockwell)

SK: What do you notice about the others?

Student: Back then they could live in houses—but they all ate outside (4th picture)

Student: In the first one the people might look like now…(Nast 1869); the second one is about
war and fighting and people aren’t celebrating like we would. The last one (1932) looks like the
first Thanksgiving—but the dog doesn’t look right because they didn’t have pets.

SK: Let’s look at the first picture? Who is Uncle Sam?

Student: The guy is the father of the country.

SK: He is a symbol of America. That means Uncle Sam”s dinner is a symbol of America.

SK: Are there Native Americans in the picture?

Student: Yes, but there are Chinese, too

SK: There are people from all different cultures .

SK: Do you think of all different cultures on Thanksgiving?

No. (Mostly “no” from students)

Student: We think of Pilgrims and Indians

SK: Over time Thanksgiving became a way to be thankful for the things they have and for being
Americans. So (modern) Thanksgiving doesn’t really come from the Pilgrims and Indians.
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(SK shows Rockwell picture): Does picture looks most like the Thanksgiving we celebrate?
What do the words around the picture say?

Student: “Ours to fight for freedom from want”

SK: What does it mean?

Student: That we must fight for freedom.

What does freedom from want mean?

Student: I think freedom from want means instead of having things you want you should be
thankful for the things you have….

SK: In 1943 there was a war going on all over the world. We were fighting in World War 2. We
had men going all over the world to fight. The picture really isn’t about the holiday of
Thanksgiving but about fighting for freedom so that we can keep the things we consider to be
ours (things that are important to us).

LESSON ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF MODERN THANKSGIVING

SK: Now I’m going to tell you a little bit about who came up with the idea of Thanksgiving as
we know it…..

SK: You know about the first harvest Thanksgiving in Plymouth in 1621—but that was just
once… and that it wasn’t very much like our modern Thanksgiving

SK: The real Thanksgiving—the way we know it now didn’t even happen until 1863 (150 years
ago, not almost 400 years ago. A woman named Sarah Hale used to write letters and editorials to
the newspaper, (an editorial is an opinion). She used to write letters to the newspapers saying that
the United States needed to set a day where people could be thankful for the things they had. It
took many years for Thanksgiving to be set on the fourth Thursday in November (that didn’t
happen until the 1930’s), but Sarah Hale was the real founder of the modern holiday.

SK: In 1932—Thanksgiving started to get connected to the Pilgrims and Indians again.
(Remember the picture of the woman serving turkey to the Indians?)

SK: What do you think the Indians might think of the holiday dedicated to Americans
celebrating being Americans?

SK: Who were those Pilgrims? Where were they from?

Student: England

SK: How do you think the Indians might feel about these new people?
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CONCLUSION

SK: What did you learn about Thanksgiving today?

Student: It’s not all about food.

Student: That Abe Lincoln said yes to all the letters that Sarah Hale wrote.

Student: It took a long time for her to get what she wanted.

SK: Why?

Student: She wanted everybody—all Americans to celebrate together like a family

SEE ATTACHED IMAGES BELOW:


