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1 The Times and “the Indian Problem”

Many of the Western setlers are very anxious for a war of
extermination against the Indians, and assert thar outrages and
atrocities will never cease until this is adopred and ended. But this
in itself would be an atrocity of the most gigantic and inexcusable
character, Moreover, it would not be near as simple or easy a mat-
ter as these exterminators suppose. We believe it would be g war
thrice the length of that lately waged against the Southern Confed-
eracy, and would entail great bloodshed on our side as well as the
other, and also enormous expense,

—New York Times
September 15, 1865

N 1860, the New York Times devoted two dozen news stories to what it
Iwould commonly refer to over the next forty years as “the Indian prob-
lem.” The sources of information were wide-ranging. Longer reports
from the West Coast were weeks our of date, having been delivered by
way of slow steamship. A January report from the West cited anti-Indian
sentiments among white Californians, It noted that what the white settlers
really wanted was “the Indians exterminated.” There were concerns about
the Apaches in the Southwest, as well, and by April the news centered on
the Comanches in Texas. A brief West Coast dispatch in May reported the
murder of a Pony Express rider by Indians; this later proved to be untrue.
July brought reports of difficulties with the Cheyennes, Sioux, and Pawnees
in Nebraska. In early August, the newspaper carried an extensive story on
various tribes situated in the upper Missouri River valley and the military
forts located in that region. A front-page report in late October concerned
the massacre of white sertlers across the Canadian border in British Co-
lumbia by Snake Indians. Two weeks after that, the news included reports
on the use of United States military troops on Cherokee lands.
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